
Let’s Get Real 
Matthew 23:25-28 

December 31, 2006 
 

Introduction: 
“Hypocrites!”  This is a strong word Jesus used to 
describe the Pharisees, because they focused on 
keeping their image up, regardless of what was going 
on in their souls.  As we live in a culture that values 
image, have we as Christians bought into it or are we 
“cleaning the inside” as Jesus commanded? 
 
Interpretation: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Application: 



Going Deeper 
 

1. Does it fit into your picture of Jesus to read of 
him so angry and confrontational in Matthew 
23?   

2. Why did Jesus butt heads so often with the 
Pharisees and the religious leaders? 

3. What is the danger of a Christian worrying 
about their image above the state of their 
soul? 

4. In this discussion, do you feel you more 
resemble the attitude of the Pharisees or of 
Jesus? 

5. What are the results of being image-focused? 
What are the results of being soul-focused?  
How have you seen this play out in your life? 

6. What does it mean that Jesus’ power is made 
perfect in our weakness? 

7. What are some action steps you can take to 
focus on “cleaning the inside of the dish?”  Are 
there areas of your life in darkness, hidden 
from everyone?   

8. Who are the people you confess sin to and 
pray with?  Who are the people you feel really 
know you? 

9. Can we actually have a good reputation and 
make a lasting difference without first dealing 
with “the inside?”  Why or why not? 

 
 

Scripture Memory: Matthew 23:25-28 
    2 Corinthians 12:9 
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